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Native Orchids: A presentation by Murray Harding
In October we had native orchid breeder, grower, and enthusiast; Murray Harding, talk about a 

range of native orchids here in Australia. He talked at length on Dendrobium kingianum epiphytic 
and lythophytic varieties; and the history of breeding and the development of the hidden ‘red’ 
pigment that existed in wild populations. He has just held a successful Native Orchid Flower Show 
at the Australian Garden Cranbourne, as part of the Berwick Orchid Society. The Dendrobium 
group is very large, with some species found in Asia, Polynesia, through to New Guinea and the 
east coast of Australia right down to Tasmania. Many grow in situations that have high humidity for 
at least part of the year.

He showed a range of great photos of early breeding successes, illustrating how crossing certain 
cultivars could enhance the depth of flower colours, from the common pale pinks and mauves 
that most wild populations showed, to the much stronger deep pinks and reddish pinks that are 
so striking today. He recognised the importance of several key people in the early days of orchid 
breeding, where they bred plants for improved flower colour, size, shape, and overall floral display. 
Many of the wild varieties had flowers that were mostly hidden amongst the foliage, and Murray 
helped select forms that displayed flowers more clearly above the leaves. He has been instrumental 
in developing striking white flower colours, and is a renowned Orchid Flower Show competitor and 
accredited judge of orchid flower quality. He has won many prizes over the years for his orchids, 
and was happy to impart growing tips to those who were keen to learn more. One of the most 
important requirements was having a well lit position with ample air movement and some humidity. 
They require regular watering through warmer weather, but should be allowed to dry out during 
winter.
He highlighted just how tough many types were, often growing in exposed situations, from full 
sun to part shade, growing on exposed rock faces (lithophytic), and thriving on neglect. Others 
preferred to grow on bark or trunks in part to heavier shade. He had some fabulous examples 
on display for the talk, including a Dockrillia orchid which had striking fleshy narrow leaves and 
clusters of small dainty flowers. He also talked about the spectacular larger flowers of Dendrobium 
speciosum, and the many kingianum cultivars from south-eastern Queensland and NSW that were 
cold hardy to conditions down here in Victoria.

The talk also highlighted the release of a new Dendrobium kingianum cultivar, called “Alex Smart” 
named after our own APS President, Alex Smart. You can visit Murray Harding’s orchid nursery in 
Devon Meadows by appointment, please ring him on (03) 5998 2270 or 0411 708 313.

– Tracey Perrott

Dates of upcoming events
November 26 & 27  – Cranbourne Friends Spring Plant Sale – 10.00am-4.00pm. (Mel 133 K10)

November 26 & 27  – APS Ballarat Spring Flower Show at Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanical 
Gardens. 10am–4pm.

November 9  – 2019 APS Victoria Committee of Management meeting hosted by APS Bendigo. 

February 17 to April 17 2020  – Australian Plants Revealed – an Exhibition highlighting 
Banksias and Unique Australian Flora at the Maroondah Federation Estate Gallery, 32 
Greenwood Avenue, Ringwood. 

March 28 2020 –  A Keynote address by Professor Tim Entwisle as part of “Australian Plants 
Revealed” 

March 28  2020  – APS Victorian Committee of Management meeting hosted by APS 
Maroondah.
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Thank you to Facey’s Wholesale Nursery 
for their ongoing support in 

donating plants towards our raffle

The Open Garden Experience
Opening up one’s garden can be an interesting and satisfying experience. To me there is a 

number of pleasures, including;

1. The opportunity to meet and share with friends new and established.

2. Gets me up and going with deadlines to have things up to scratch.

3. Raise money for a worthy social cause.

4. Helps support a most valuable organization, the Open Garden Scheme.

5. Hopefully some people will be inspired to do more with native plants in particular and 
gardening in general.

Of course, there is a number of things that need to be attended to;

1. One must bite the bullet and get the jobs on the back burner cleaned up and the place 
made ship shape across the board. There are now very few gaps in the beds and the weeds 
are a pursued race. The pruning and dead marine removal have also been dealt with.

2. The flyers need to be distributed. We checked out plant nurseries and public gardens to 
receive very good support.

3. We have been preparing plants for sale, though a little more time would have been helpful.

4. Roster arrangements for assistance over the weekend needs to be set in place.

5. Change for the gate and plant sales needs to be arranged.    

Over the last weeks we had the honour of having the garden presented on ABC Gardening Australia, 
which has been a huge publicity boost. As a consequence of the Open Garden Scheme people’s 
involvement, The Age contacted us and 2 of their people arrived to prepare for an article in their 
newspaper, we understand to go to print on Sat. 14 September. These 2 people could not have 
been nicer. The local newspaper people have also been out to our garden to prepare for an article, 
again a lovely person here. There has been a fair amount of work to do, but people about us have 
been most supportive. In essence, one cannot do this on one’s own. In our own home situation, 
it is great that we are both equally involved.  Come the day, we pray for glorious weather and lots 
of lovely people.                                                                                                         – Bob O’Neill



Diary Dates 2019 
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Thank you to Cardinya View Nursery 
for bringing along a selection of tubestock for 

members to purchase.

 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12: 7.30pm  Raelene Trimble, telling us about the 60   
        year history of Facey’s Nursery.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17:  Sunset  Walk with Linda Moon at Doveton on Flying  
        Foxes. As well as the large colony we   
        would expect to see a number of infants  
        clinging to their mothers before the group  
        set off to feed after dark.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11: 7.30pm  Christmas Breakup, venue to be decided.

From Judy Smith
Two years ago we left Berwick after fifty four years and shifted into Cardinia Waters retirement 

village.We retired from volunteering at Wilson Botanic gardens after twenty eight years and 
from the Friends of Cardinia Creek after twenty years.
We are now working many hours in the Lovely Wetlands at the Village.We can walk to work.
Landcare gave us a grant for one thousand dollars.We drove to the Koo Wee Rup Nursery and 
brought eight hundred and twenty Indigenous plants for the bank at the Wetlands.
We had a hose installed.
The ground was prepared and top soil mixed in 
We had four planting days and Landcare helped us plant Like everywhere it is hard to get volunteers 
to help.
The plants are growing well in spite of the rabbits and waterhens eating the plants.
We enjoy our work and love making a difference to the environment.


